Course Title: 
Biology
 







Instructor: 
Mrs. Castongia




Summerville High School Mission Statement:   HighSchool prepares students to become effective communicators, critical thinkers and responsible citizens who value lifelong learning.
Course Description: Biology is a lab science course covering topics in cells, chemistry, energy, photosynthesis, cell division, genetics,  ecology, taxonomy, physiology and evolution. Biology is designed to help students realize the important role it plays in their personal and professional lives, make informed decisions involving science and technology.
Evaluation/Assessment Procedures
Assessment of student understanding of material will be based on lab notebook, written and oral tests, projects, and written and oral reports. 

Grade Check Procedures

Grades will be posted in the classroom on a weekly basis and on powerschool.
Grading Policy
Weighted Grading Structure 





	Required Task
	Percentage of Grade
	
	Percentage
	Grade

	Class work (tests, quizzes, projects, reports and assignments)
	60%
	
	90%  - 100%
	A

	
	
	
	80% - 89%
	B

	
	
	
	70% - 79%
	C

	Labs/Notebook
	20%
	
	60% - 69%
	D

	
	
	
	Below 60%
	F

	Midterm - First Semester 
and Final - Second Semester 
	15%
	
	
	

	Class Participation 
	5%
	


Basic Requirements:

1. Attendance  Be here and arrive on time.  Our subject is cumulative by nature and you cannot afford to miss important material.

2. Bring iPad charged every day.

3. Basic respect for persons and property. Follow directions in class.

4. Ask questions and seek individual help whenever you have difficulties. 

5. Do the assigned work. This is the key to achievement. You cannot master the material unless you follow the prescribed program and accomplish the designated tasks.
6. All students must have a class binder and spiral notebook for Biology!
7. Keep an organized up-to-date binder. The spiral notebook will be used each day and kept in class book. This notebook will keep all class notes, labs, discussion questions and lecture information.  It will be graded each unit.
8. At the beginning of the class complete the Science Reading and inquiry and get ready for class.
9. Remember, always safety first and adhere to the rules of the class and school. 
Course Outline 

Biology –Overview of course and subject to change
Unit 1: Introduction to Biology
Unit 2: Ecology

Unit 3: Cells
Unit 4:
Genetics 
Unit 5: Evolution
Unit 6:  Science and Engineering

· Homework will consist of worksheets, projects, and vocabulary  given each week. Homework is expected to be turned in on time complete and legible.
· To insure that Summerville High School students are quality producers, work that is to be turned in must be complete and typed or written in black or blue ink or with pencil.  Any work that does not demonstrate quality and effort will not be accepted.

· The Summerville High School Honor Code will be strictly enforced. Plagiarism (using someone’s idea as your own or copying material without proper references) will not be tolerated. Plagiarism will result in a zero score for all students involved. 

Texts and Supplementary Instructional Materials

Biology- Miller & Levine 2010 
Discovery Education On-line education. 

~ Note:  Students will need the following items every day.
· Textbook
· Charged iPAD
· Notebook / Binder (three ring binder with paper)
· Lab Notebook

· Writing Instrument and Colored Pencils

Additional Information

All Summerville guidelines and policies will be followed at all times. Please refer to the student handbook/calendar that is given out at the beginning of the year. 
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