
Common Word Roots in BiologY

Wofd Part Meanlnq Word pqrt Meanlng* a- lacking: none repi- on; above
alb- white *eu. true
angio- vessel €xo- without; outslde

anthropo- humans f lagell- whip
anti- against -fuge drlves away or otrt

arthro- iointed gangli- a knot on a etring

audi- hear gastro- etomach
*auto- self *gene- orlgin; birth

bl- two: twice *glyc- or glyco- sweet
bio life -graph wrlte or draw

bronch- windPlPe gymno- naked

calor- heat hapl- single
carb- carbon hepato- liver
cardi- heart hemi- hall
carn- meat *hetero- diflerent
cell- storeroom; chamber hexa- six
centi- one hundreth 'homo- or homeo same

centro- center 'hydr- water

cephal- head *hyper- overn above, excess
*chlor- green *hypo- under, beneath, lesa

chrom- color *inter' between, among
*co- or con with; together tintra- inslde
coel- hollow -iem the state or conditlon
*cyt- cell -itls condition or diEease

deca* ten karyo- nut, nucleus,kernal

deci- one tenth kilo. one thoueand

dent-, -dont teeth *leuco- white
-derm or derm- skin -logy, -ology study of

di- two, double *-lysie dissolution
dla- through: across *macro- large;enlarged

dors. baclt magni- great

echin- sptny -matlon proc€ss of operatlng

ect- outside mega- one milllon

eloctro- electrlclty me$o- mlddle
en- In meta- between; with

encephal- braln metabo- change
*endo- wlthin; inslde -meter rneasure



Word Part

micro-
miJ$-

mono-
multi-
rlO11.

octo-
oculo-
olf-
'omnl-
opthal-
-osie
*oy-

penta-
-perlod
*phag'
*phen-
*photo-
*-phyll

-phyte
-plast

platy-

pneumo-
-pod
*pre-

proto-
pseud-
quadfi-
sclero-
-$cope

-sperm or
-slaele

Meaning

small; minute

one lhoueandth
one
many

not
eight
relating to eyes

smell
all
eye
condition, state
e9g
f lve
regular event

eat
appearance
fight
leaf
plant
partlcle
f lat
lungs
loot
before, ahead of tlme
first organized
fake, false
f our
hard
lnstrument to see

with
sperm- seed

standfng, not moving

Word Part
*-troph

ultra-
ventr-
zo-
*zygo'

Meaning

feeding
beyond, extreme

belly
anlmal
joined; yoke

*symbio

*-synlhesis

therm-
trans-
trl-
trop-

or changing
llving together
to put together
heat
across
thrEe
turning


